
New Rep  intern Emma Osmundson 
talked with the cast of Closer Than Ever 
about their life experiences and their 
personal connections to the show.

How did you get into singing and acting?
Leigh BaRRett: Singing and acting is 
something that I have always done. When 
I was little I used to watch The Lawrence 
Welk Show, Donny & Marie, and The 
Carol Burnett Show of course. Sometimes 
I’d write sketches and teach them to my 
younger sister Susan—she had no choice 
but to be in my shows.
DaviD FoLey: I’ve also always loved both 
singing and acting. I think I first realized I 
could sing when my second grade teacher 
made one of the other kids stand next to 
me during “My Country ‘Tis of Thee” to 
try to keep him on key. I have always been 
involved in theatre and music throughout 
school, college, and then when I moved to 
New York to become an actor.
BRiaN RichaRD RoBiNsoN: When I was in 
junior high school, the high school choir came 
to our school to perform, and I was hooked! 
They were so good: such charisma, talent, and 
the choir director was amazing… She was 
ultimately the person who taught me how 
to sing. Interestingly, she also taught the lead 
singer of the rock band Twisted Sister (Dee 
Schnieder), and 80s pop singer Taylor Dayne 
(née, Leslie Wonderman) how to sing as well!
Kathy st. geoRge: I was a junior at Salem 
State College, majoring in Elementary 
Education, and minoring in Music. One 
day while practicing piano in the Music 
Department, I saw an ad that said “Pianist 
wanted to accompany musical theatre 
singer to auditions in the Boston area.” I 
answered the ad, and began accompanying 
this wonderful singer to her auditions. (Her 
favorite audition songs were “Maybe This 
Time,” “Wherever He Ain’t” and “Time 
Heals Everything”. I can still play them in 
my sleep). It turns out her husband had just 
been hired as a professor in the new Theatre 
Department. He asked me to audition for 
his first production, Wait Until Dark. I was 
cast in my first show. I loved every minute 
of it! The theatre bug had bitten me. From 
that point on I was hooked.

This play is about people reflecting on 
middle age. How do you define “mid-life?”
Leigh: I find that as we all get older, the 
“playing at” part of life becomes more real. 
We get married and have children, and 
before we know it they are going off to 
college and we are parenting our parents 
in some cases. All the grown up stuff. But 
I also find that I spend more of my time 
now trying to be my most authentic self. So 
watch out!
DaviD: I didn’t really have any understanding 
of the “middle” of life until I truly grasped 
that there was an end. That happened when 
my parents passed away within the last few 
years. It changed my perspective on my 
own life, my place in the world, and ended 
an extraordinarily long childhood.
BRiaN: I’d like to think that I am not there 
yet, but the reality is that I am over 40, so 
I guess that is truly mid-life. I am not sure 
that I really feel middle age. I have really 
had a great life so far, but I have so much 
more that I want to do/be. To answer the 
question directly, I think that mid-life is 
really what you make it. As I said, I have 
so much more that I want to do, but I think 
that I have accomplished so much.
Kathy: Mid-life is where I am right now. Um, 
wait. That would mean I’ll live until 120. Well, 
whatever.
Is there a song in the show that you feel the 
most connected to now?
Leigh: All of them. When I first sang the song 
“Life Story” I was only 25. She sings “at a well-
toned 49.” I used to laugh and say “Ha, 49! I’m 
not that old.” Well... luckily I have made it that 
far in my life and will hopefully get to go even 
further. I also sang “Fandango” and had no 
idea what it was like to juggle work, a career, 
and kids! I’ve lived it now, so I hope to bring 
that experience to the story.
DaviD: “Fandango” captures perfectly the 
frantic pace of life as we all try to find the 
balance between work and family. Sometimes 
my life seems like one hectic blur comprised 
of meetings at work, chauffeuring my kid 
to school, hockey and soccer, rehearsals, 
scrambling to the gym, and trying to squeeze 
in some fun and relaxation!
BRiaN: I think that “Next Time/I Wouldn’t 
Go Back” speaks to me the most. The whole 
notion of “The person I was is a stranger 

now…” is really powerful. Every word of 
that song resonates with me—whether it 
is 5 minutes ago, yesterday, or 7 years ago, 
in so many ways, the person I am now is 
related to the person I was. It is so hard to 
predict where you might be emotionally, 
psychologically, and physically from one 
point to another. Yes, you have a general 
idea, but there are so many external (and 
internal) factors that change. But as the song 
says, I wouldn’t have it any other way. It all 
makes life exciting, keeps you on your toes, 
and, ultimately, things happen for a reason.
Kathy: “The March Of Time.”
What is a lesson that you’ve learned that 
you wish you had known 20 years ago?
Leigh: I would take more time—for 
everything! I would try to be more in the 
moment.
DaviD: I have often struggled to find a balance 
and a place for the things that interest me 
most in life: art, architecture, music, and 
theatre. I no longer see them as adversaries 
struggling for time, but instead, realize 
that each informs the other and that the 
accumulated experience makes each richer.  
BRiaN: I have learned that regret is not a 
productive feeling to have. Yes, I have one 
or two things in my life that I do regret, 
but instead of dwelling on them, I try to 
find meaning in all of my choices and 
understand why I made those choices.
Kathy:  Oh gosh, there are so many. I’m still 
learning.
Looking forward, where do you see yourself 
in the next 10 years?
Leigh: Hopefully still singing, maybe a CD, 
living in joy and... connected.
DaviD: Still working and doing the many 
different things that I love. I look forward 
to having the time to have a really good 
idea again.
BRiaN: In the next 10 years, I see myself as 
continuing to be more and more comfortable 
in the person I am and being satisfied and 
fulfilled in my personal and professional 
relationships, and having a good idea of what 
my legacy would be.
Kathy: Having spent the last several years 
touring with Menopause: The Musical, 
maybe in ten years I’ll be doing Assisted 
Living: The Musical…?  ■
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